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Coach Carter and the Lone Quest for Winning in Life 


One of the mosf powerful speeches of the 2005 American film 
Coach Caríer was delivered inside a library, which may seem odd 
for a sports movie. The basketball team had been prohibited from 
playing and was forced to study. The one who made that decision, 
head coach Ken Carter, was facing the toughest challenge in his 
career: make his players study while pressure from the school and 
the community could have put not only his job but also his life in 
danger. lt could be easier anywhere else but not in America, where 
high school sport is a dominant cultural event and the gym or the stadium ¡s the sacred 
temple of not only the school but the whole community behind it. 





Coach Carter - Trailer 





A sports movie perhaps Is never about the sport Itself. For instance, Aoneybai[ (2011) is 
about the statistics and economic efficiency versus the conventional intuition, or F7/da/ 
Nighí Lighís (2004) is a continuing snapshot of a moment when winning a high school 
football game ¡is more important for the community, ¡.e. the adults, rather than the players 
themselves. Coach Carter becomes more ecstatic when the story moves to the library. 
The audience soon realizes this is not about basketball anymore, but life. 


Coach Carter sets up Its reality with images of a locker room full of angry kids, streets fill 
with thug gangs, and a school with a security check heavier than an airport. This is not a 
suburb for a teenager to have a typical education but an inner-city street education with a 
violent tendency, the need to show masculinity, and the higher chance of joining gangs, 
going to jail or death. The Richmond Oilers old head coach realized that time has gotten 
the bestf out of him. So he reached out to Ken Carter, who was a superstar student 
athlete at Eichmond High, now a decent businessman to become his replacement. 
Carter knew the job would not be easy, and a radical change must be implemented. On 
the first training with the team, he proposed to the team a contract and two choices: sign 
the contract then play, or not. 


The contract was a laughable and debatable issue among the kids, their parents and the 
school when they first heard about it, simply because it has nothing to do with basketball. 
lt requested the players to have GPA over 2.3, full class attendances, must sit in the front 
row and wearing shirt and tie on game day. The implication of the contract is clear. First, 
It makes the kids become more professional from the appearance. Then, ¡f tries to 
contractually coerce them into present at class and achieving an acceptable result. 
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Television, Culture 
and Consumerism 
Television 
encourages 
Viewers †o 
consume images 
that most people would otherwise 
not have access to In the course 
of a typical life. While t... 





Musical 
lnstruments, 
Culture and 
Classification 

An important 
aspect of Western 
music research over the last 
century has been the creation of 
classification systems for musical 
instruments.... 





Religion and Indian 
Cinema 


Since the early 
1990s Indian 
society has 
undergone some 
of the greatest changes it has 
seen since lIndependence in 1947. 
Several key ev... 
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R_Postcoloniality and 
Feminism 


To the filmmaking 
community, Trinh 
T. Minh-ha Is best 
known as the Vietnamese-born 
director of a number of 
experimental documentary films: 





š Kerouac and the 
Fellahin Tribe of 
God's Children 
On the Road is a 
lierary 








Coach Carter s Final Match Post Game Speech. 





Carter had to resort to such a forceful method because he was alone in his belief. 
Growth in the same environment and provided the same options, he knows so well what 
is the most likely future for them. lt is definitely not a bright one. However, the community 
and the school think otherwise. While the school was failing at academic so hard that the 
principal had to convince herself that basketball was the only possible highlight of the 
kids, then the community also considered basketball not only the sole highlight but the 
sole opportunity to fame and stability in life. That illusion has been feeding to the whole 
community for generations and it was just not easy to break the cycle. Thus, Carter was 
alone because his reason and vision were replied by protest, angriness and violence. 
The contract was not fulfilled by the players so he locked the gym up and told them let 
study. The extreme acfion was responded by more protest and violence. Ứp to this point, 
it was not up the man anymore. 


Carter's lone quest is indeed nostalgic and romantic, but when we examine deeper into 


Ifs context and other factors, we were struck by the obscurity or negativity of its portrayal. 


The school, embodied ¡n the principal, was the villain of the story. The community 
reacted to Carter with protest, threat and angriness. The teachers who helped the kids 
were overshadowed by Carter himself, they are barely known ¡n the sfory. 


[This essay ¡is by Manh Toan Ho, a 2017 graduate of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University 
in Japan. He is currently a researcher in Vietnam.] 
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phenomenon in a conservative 
post-war America in the late 1950s 
of such rippling effects that its 
author, Jack... 


C.K. Raju 
interviewed by 
Claude Alvares 
TV Multiversity is 
proud to present a 
five part series 
featuring Professor C. K. Raju 
interviewed by Claude Alvares. 
Professor Raju brings... 
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Documentary on 
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Following the 
December 2008 
Israeli offensive, a United Nations 
survey of Gaza residents found 
increases in risk taking behaviour, 
includin... 
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Identity 
Development 


Sfrong cultural 
identity is often 
perceived as vital for school 
adaptation in the psychology 
literature, as it strongly relates to 
studert... 





Archive 


> 2019 (3) 


Y 2018(4) 
- November (1) 


Y September (1) 


Coach Carter and the Lone 
Quest for Winning in Lif... 


› July (1) 
_April (1) 


2017 (7) 
2016 (2) 

2015 (4) 

2014 (16) 
2013 (23) 
2012 (21) 
2011 (19) 
2010 (11) 


y Yy vv VY VY VY VY YÝ 


Labels 


Cinema (37) Politics 
(34)  Actvism (31) 
Colonialism (31) 
Americas (30) 








Eepresentation (28) 
Asia (27) History (25) 
Documentary (23) Education 
(19) Health (17) Mideast (17) 
lndigenous (16) Ethnography 
(15) Television (15) Africa (14) 
India (14) Music (13) Religion 
(12) Ecology (11) Pacific (8) War 
(8) Media (4) Psychology (4) Literature (2) 


Search 


Search | 


Visitors 





Links 


e© _ Abhivyakti Media for Development 


e _ Ambulante ltinerant Documentary 
Cinema 


e Anwar Fazal Homepage 

e  Arvind Gupta Toys on YouTube 

se _ Atomic Footlocker 

se C.K. Raju Homepage 

e CameraWork Films about the Real 


e Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination 


e Consumers Association of Penang 
e_ Culture Unplugged 

e  Decoloniality Europe 

e Deep Dish TV 

e Documentary Network 

e Eco-Justice Press 

e Engage Media 

e  Etnoscopio Visual Anthropology 
e Film Suii 

e_ Filmanthropy Project 

se Films For Action 

e Folksteams 

e Freire Project 

e. GandhiServe Foundation 

e  Grupo Chaski Audio Visual 

e._ Haus der Kulturen der Welt 


e InsightShare Participatory Video 
Collective 


e_ Institute of Documentary Film 


e_ International Documentary 
Association 


e_ International Documentary Film 
Festival 


e Internet Archive 

e lsumaTV 

e John Pilger Homepage 

e Jump Cut 

e Kino Slang 

e La Casa Encendida 

e  Mubi Online Cinema 

e Musicas Del Mundo 

e Musopen Public Domain Music 
e Nihon Cine Art 





e Open Culture 


e._ Organic Farming Association of 
India 


e Paper Tiger Television 
se Pirate TV Seattle 
e Progler Papers 


e  Proyecto Andino de Tecnologias 
Campesinas 


e Radical Teacher 

e  Shikshantar Andolan 

e.  Shikshantar Homepage 
e.  Smithsonian Folkways 

e  Story of Stuff Project 

e. Swaraj University 

øe Iehelka TV 

e _ Third World Network 

e_ Tuning Fork Films 

e  UbuWeb Film and Video 
e_ Video Syndication Network 
e Vidya Ashram 

e_ Vinay Lals Homepage 

e World Film Festival 

e World Music Central 

e Zakka Films 


Contact 


Name 


LÍ | 


Email * 


LÍ |] 


Message * 





